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IT’S neITheR good noR bad – leT’S See
The following story shows how a devotee is not too affected 
by the dualities of material existence. Rather, he or she tries 
to see Kåñëa’s hand behind everything:

There was once a farmer of modest means whose only horse 
ran away one day. It managed to escape from the barn and 
gallop into the forest. all the neighbors expressed their 
sympathy, “You poor fellow, what a misfortune! Your only 
horse has left you.” The farmer replied, “It’s neither good nor 
bad – let’s see.”

after a few days the horse returned and brought along a 
second strong, wild horse. The neighbors commented, 
“Brilliant! Excellent! This is very good!” The farmer replied, 
“It’s neither good nor bad – let’s see.”

Since the second horse was a wild horse, it needed to be 
broken in. The farmer’s son knew how to accomplish this 
and worked with the horse to get it used to the reigns, 
saddle and signals of a rider. however, the horse was so 
unwilling that at one point it threw off the son from its back. 
due to the bad fall, the son broke both of his legs. “Oh,” said 
the neighbors, “How horrible! What misfortune.” The farmer 
replied, “It’s neither good nor bad - let’s see.”

a few months later, war broke out in the country. The king’s 
generals recruited young men as soldiers from all places. 
They also wanted to enroll the farmer’s son, but when they 
saw him walk they noticed that his legs hadn’t properly 
repaired after his accident – they leaned into an o-shape, like 
cowboys sometimes have. The king’s men concluded, “He’s 
not qualified to fight. We won’t recruit him.” The neighbors 
commented, “How wonderful is it that they didn’t take your 
boy!” The farmer replied, “It’s neither good nor bad – let’s 
see.”

Just like the farmer, we also go through different experiences 
in life. Some we call “good” some “bad”, but who knows 
what the Ultimate Mover who is behind everything, Kåñëa, 
the Supreme Controller, has in mind when he arranges 
a certain situation? Too often we lament our assumed 
misfortune, or we smile like children given candy when 
something supposedly good happens. 
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     MeeT ÇaCénandana SwaMI
upcoming seminars & events:

Sep. 20-22  living name Seminar, ljubljana, Slovenia

Nov. 16-21 holy name retreat, govardhana, India

Read more: www.sacinandanaswami.com

Nov. 25 - Dec. 2  govardhana Retreat, govardhana, India

Rarely do we say: “What is the higher plan behind this? Let us 
see what is Kåñëa’s desire.” 

Kåñëa sometimes chooses to give his mercy in a bitter form 
– but in all cases, whatever happens, we should be willing 
to accept and see that Kåñëa’s plan is behind it all, and in 
this way find peace. become relieved and content with the 
understanding that “Kåñëa is the Ultimate Mover, the Supreme 
Éçvara in my life and whatever happens is under His control and 
guidance… and Kåñëa never wishes anyone bad.”

In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam Påthu Mahäräja prayed, “I don’t 
know what is best. As a father who doesn’t wait for the son’s 
demands but does everything for the benefit of the son, please 
bestow upon me whatever you think best for me.” we can 
approach Kåñëa like this. once you arrive at the point 
of realizing that Kåñëa’s plan is behind everything you 
experience, your life becomes very, very sweet and happy in 
whatever it is that happens to you. 

You may have to overcome a hesitation in order to surrender 
to Kåñëa in this way. You may have to address the issue that, 
“I have trusted others 1000 times and always been cheated.” 
with Kåñëa it’s different. If you place your life into Kåñëa’s 
hands, miracles happen. never think of yourself as the 
mover and controller – it is Kåñëa who moves and controls 
us. where would we be if Kåñëa hadn’t taken us under his 
shelter? embark on the journey of learning to trust Kåñëa 
and his arrangements! ask yourself, “How can I become a 
more trusting, faithful, surrendered devotee? How can I address 
and overcome my obstacles and hesitancy to surrender to 
Kåñëa?” 

a true pilgrim will traverse this journey with only his or her 
soul as their compass. Just as a compass always points north, 
the soul’s true desire always points towards Kåñëa. every 
one of us has an inner calling deep inside that urges, “Come, 
realize yourself and Kåñëa!” This is our inner compass; the 
compass of the soul: “Lead your authentic life, be yourself! 
Connect with the Lord!”

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami on August 21 2019, in Goloka 
Dhäma, Germany.

ÇRéla PRabhUPada: 
The PRaCTICeS of bhaKTI
aRe naTURal
This Kåñëa consciousness movement is a great art of 
life, very easy and sublime. This Kåñëa consciousness 
movement gives you everything you want, without any 
artificial endeavor. It is transcendentally colorful and full 
of transcendental pleasure. we prosecute these Kåñëa 
consciousness activities through singing, dancing, eating 
and talking about philosophy received through authorized 
disciplic succession, and therefore it gives us everything 
we want, without any artificial change of our natural 
instincts.

The consciousness is there in you, but it is now dirty 
consciousness, and what you have to do now is to 
cleanse it from all dirty things and make it clear Kåñëa 
consciousness by the pleasant method of chanting the 
glorified holy name of god: 
Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare
Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare.

 From a recorded speech by Çréla Prabhupäda to members of 
ISKCON London, Los Angeles, December 23, 1968.
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