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The eSSenTIal PRIncIPleS of loRd 
GauRanGa’S KéRTana - PaRT 3

So far we have learnt from the example of närada Muni how 
chanting in the mood of separation and in a humble state of 
mind forms the essence of our philosophy. This is exactly what 
Çré caitanya Mahäprabhu came to teach us, by establishing his 
saìkértana movement:

When Çré caitanya Mahäprabhu met éçvara Puré in Gayä, he 
received the Gopäla mantra, which is chanted to worship Kåñëa. 
as a result, he wanted to run to Våndävana to meet his lord.

after travelling awhile, the lord heard a voice from the sky – a 
representative of the demigods – saying, “O crest-jewel of the 
twice-born, do not go to Våndävana now. You will certainly go 
when the appropriate time comes. Now just return to your house 
in Navadvépa. You are the Lord of the spiritual world and have ap-
peared with your associates to deliver the people of the world. When 
you distribute the wealth of ecstatic love of God, your chanting will 
inundate innumerable universes. We are your servants, and thus we 
offer this reminder at your lotus feet.”
(Çré Caitanya-bhägavata, Ädi, 17.129-132)

So by this ‘higher intervention’ the lord did not go to Våndä-
vana. he went back to navadvépa to start the saìkértana move-
ment. after his return the devotees witnessed a distinct change 
in his character, because instead of engaging them in difficult 
debates, he was now crying “Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Where are you?”

The lord wanted to explain to his devotees what had happened, 
thus he invited them to the cottage of Çuklämbara däsa on the 
banks of the Gaìgä. There he explained how on his way back 
from Gayä, he came to Känäi näöaçälä where he had the darçana 
of Kåñëa. he expressed in his own words:

“There I saw a young, beautiful boy, with a glowing, dark complex-
ion, blackish like the bark of a tamal tree. His enchanting curly hair 
was decorated with wild flowers, a fresh garland of guïjä berries, 
and a colorful peacock feather. His jewelry and gems were so bright 
that I could not see him properly. Thus it is impossible for me to de-
scribe the beauty of the delicately ornamented flute in his hand. His 
soft lotus feet were adorned with attractive ankle bells. His strong, 
graceful arms defeated the strength and beauty of blue pillars. How 
will I ever be able to describe the wonder of his golden-yellow silk 
dhoté, his dangling fish-shaped earrings, and his lotus-petal eyes 

with a beautiful, lazy expression? He sweetly smiled as he ap-
proached me, and after embracing me, he suddenly ran away.”

Çré caitanya then fainted. The devotees hastily picked him up 
and chanted, “Kåñëa! Kåñëa!” They pacified him to some extent, 
but he could not remain calm. he continuously cried, “Where is 
Kåñëa? Where is Kåñëa?”
(Çré Caitanya-bhägavata, Madhya, 2.180–195)

“Nimäi Paëòita has become a great devotee,” the devotees said. 
and then they said to the lord, “For one who associates with you, 
what is the value of Vaikuëöha? A single moment with you gives us 
the fruit of devotion. We are now all dependent on you. You are our 
leader now. You lead us in kértana."



Çaraëägatí – Teachings, Realizations and Inspirations from Çacénandana Swami, page 2

     MeeT Çacénandana SWaMI
upcoming seminars & events:

Aug. 21-23  Kértana festival, nueva Vrajamandala, Spain

Sep. 1-6  Kértana Mela & Çré Kåñëa-janmäñöamé, Goloka-dhäma, Ger.

Read more: www.sacinandanaswami.com
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ah Sep. 9-13  Sädhu-saìga Retreat, Russia (Black Sea)

Nov. 29 - Dec. 14  holy name & Govardhana Retreats, India

lord caitanya Mahäprabhu then started his nocturnal kértanas 
in the house of Çréväsa Paëòita and chanted throughout the 
night. he said, “Why should we waste our nights with sleeping? 
Let’s chant!”

So this is how it all started. This is the underlying mood, the 
mood of separation. In the words of caitanya Mahäprabhu, 
"Where is Kåñëa?"

from Çré caitanya Mahäprabhu flows a river of the immortal 
nectar of bhakti. “Anyone who has taken a human form of life 
but does not take advantage of such a river, but instead drinks the 
poison of material life is baffled in his opportunity.” 
(Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi, 13.123)

do you want to live? Then come to drink from the nectarine 
river of the holy name. according to the Upaniñads, we are all 
born in the ocean of nectar. We are not meant to be satisfied 
with anything else but nectar. This is our birthright.

By appearing in the land of navadvépa, Çré caitanya Mahä-
prabhu revealed the chanting of the holy names as the means of 
obtaining this nectar of immortality and by taking on the role of 
a teacher he has revealed how to chant the holy names for the 
best results.

Gaura-premänande hari haribol!

 Çacénandana Swami, June 2015.

“In the material world, to be dependent on the mercy of someone 
else is the utmost sign of misfortune, but in the case of our tran-
scendental relation with the Lord, it is the most fortunate case 
when we can live completely dependent on him.”  
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 1.8.37, purport)

“Conditioned souls, have no choice but to accept their preca-
rious condition under material nature. The only remedy is to 
surrender to Viñëu and always pray to be excused. One should 
depend only on the causeless mercy of the Lord for deliverance 
and not even slightly on one’s own strength.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 4.7.30, purport)

“The perfection of life is, to become dependent on the will of the 
Lord, instead of becoming falsely independent in the material 
world. Those who try to become falsely independent of the Lord 
are called anätha, or without any guardian, whereas those who 
are completely dependent on the will of the Lord are called 
sanätha, or those having someone to protect them. Therefore we 
must try to be sanätha so that we can always be protected from 
the unfavorable condition of material existence.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 1.8.37, purport)
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