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AlwAyS STAy In The ASSocIATIon of DevoTeeS

ÇRélA PRAbhuPäDA: 
The GuRu IS KåñëA’S 
ReSPReSenTATIve

Çré caitanya Mahäprabhu’s personal instruction to his close 
associate narahari Särkara Öhäkura was that he should 
always stay in the association of devotees. I think this is not 
an easy instruction to follow because in devotee association 
you have to confront your ego or the association will not 
be so good. In this connection Arthur Schopenhauer once 
remarked something that is relevant for us westerners: 
“Human beings are like hedgehogs – when it is cold, they come 
together, but when they are together they prick each other.” 
These unbecoming things in us (our ‘quills’ so to say) all 

In Caitanya-caritämåta (Madhya 19.151), it is said that you 
can make advancement in spiritual life by the mercy of Kåñëa 
and guru. you don’t try to overstep guru and get Kåñëa’s 
mercy immediately. That is not possible. That is not possible. 
you have to go through the proper channel. 

Anyone who is thinking that “I shall make spiritual 
advancement without guru,” he is wrongly thinking. It is not 
possible. Just like if you want to see a big man, you have 
to go through the servant of that man. you have to take 
permission. The servant may say, “Sir, such-and-such man 
wants to see you. He is very nice man, appears to be a good 
man.” “Oh,” the master says, “he is good man? All right, bring 
him.” by the recommendation of the servant.

Therefore we sing daily yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädaù. 
by the mercy of guru, immediately we get the mercy of God. 
Yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädo yasyäprasädän na gatiù 
kuto 'pi. If guru is not satisfied, then na gatiù kuto 'pi. he 
has no gati, advancement. Dhyäyaà stuvaàs tasya yaças tri-
sandhyam. Therefore this Gurvañöaka, saàsära-dävänala, we 
have to sing it. 

There are many incarnations. Guru is also an incarnation of 
God, mercy incarnation of God. God is within you, caitya-

guru, the guru, or the spiritual master, within your heart. 
Éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà håd-deçe 'rjuna tiñöhati (Bhagavad-
gétä, 18.61). So this Paramätmä is also an incarnation of God. 
And the same Paramätmä, when he comes before you, being 
very much merciful upon you, to teach you from outside, 
that is guru. Therefore it is said, säkñäd-dharitvena samasta-
çästraiù: guru is the mercy incarnation of God. Säkñät: direct; 
hari-tvena: he is hari, God. Samasta-çästraiù: It is not that 
somewhere it is stated, somewhere it is not stated. no. In 
all vedic literature. Uktas tathä bhävyata eva sadbhiù. Uktaù 
means “it is said” And sadbhiù: those who are real devotees, 
they accept this: “Yes, guru is exactly representative of Kåñëa, 
mercy representative.”

 from a lecture by Çréla Prabhupäda in los Angeles, uSA, oct. 1, 1972 

grow from the false ego and we have to learn to confront 
and purify our ego in the association of devotees. we should 
not run away from the saìga and then, when it gets cold 
again, come back. we should see to it that the association 
of devotees becomes pleasant for us.  Another common 
challenge to good devotee association is expecting things 
from others which we actually have to take care of ourselves. 
Then, our expectations are likely to be disappointed. 

 from a talk by Çacénandana Swami in neuruppin, 
Germany, Dec. 16, 2016
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     MeeT ÇAcénAnDAnA SwAMI
upcoming seminars & events:

Jan. 26-30  Radhadesh Mellows, Räòhadeça, belgium

Feb. 6-10 nityänanda-trayodaçé & vyäsa-püjä festival, Goloka Dhama, Ger.

Read more: www.sacinandanaswami.com

Apr. 29-30  24 hour kértana, birmingham, england

May. 26-29  Sädhu-Saìga Retreat, boone, north carolina, uSA

we are already walking for many hours through the dusty field 
paths of vraja-maëòala – happily singing the holy name. Amazing 
landscapes, valleys with old knotted kadamba trees, ponds, pea-
cocks, cuckoos, parrots, blue antelopes, ancient temples, amazing 
ascetics, intriguing stories about Kåñëa – everything is blissful, 
except for the hunger which keeps on increasing every ‘blissful’ 
kilometer.

finally, it gets so intense that I hear my stomach growling. Just 
when I want to stop singing and look for something to eat, a farmer 
appears before us and with humble gestures begs us to come into 
his house. our kértana gets a new boost of inspiration and soon 
several vrajaväsés dance with us in the inner courtyard.

In the back, two ladies ignite a wood fire and begin cooking vraja 
rotis (delicious flatbread made over open fire).

This is a wish-fulfilling land – I realize. Maybe one of the wish-ful-
filling trees under which I passed heard my prayer. better be careful 
and make sure that I have the right kind of desires. As Kåñëa says:
“With pleasure I carry what My devotees need – just like a house-
holder who brings the food to those who depend on him.” (from Çréla 
viçvanätha cakravarté Öhäkura’s comment on the well-known text 
in the 9th chapter of the Gétä.)

 Sacinandana Swami, 2016

DIARy of A PIlGRIM 2016: 
Don’T feAR To SuRRen-
DeR, he wIll TAKe cARe

The SouRce 
of All bleSSInGS

May the entire universe be blessed with peace and hope.

May everyone, driven by envy and enmity, 
become pacified and reconciled.

May all living beings develop abiding concern 
for the welfare of others.

May our own hearts and minds be filled 
with purity and serenity.

May all these blessings flow naturally 
from this supreme benediction:

May our attention become spontaneously absorbed 
in the rapture of pure love unto the transcendent lord.

 Çrémad-bhägavatam, 5.18.9

http://radhadeshmellows.com/
http://www.goloka-dhama.de/radha-krishna-bhakti-yoga/nityananda-trayodasi-festival/
http://www.sacinandanaswami.com/en/s1a831/schedule/24h-kirtan-birmingham.html
http://www.sadhusangaretreat.com/

