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DoeS Kåñëa alSo Become BounD 
By new DevoTeeS?
The only reason Kåñëa engages in His pastimes is to exchange love 
with His devotees. Indeed, Kåñëa is subdued by their love. There 
are innumerable examples of this fact. one that especially touches 
my heart are Kåñëa’s feelings of indebtedness to Sudämä vipra. 
after Sudämä’s visit, Kåñëa accompanied him on a part of his return 
journey. leading the way through Dvärakä, Kåñëa thought, “Sudämä 
is such a wonderful devotee. He has given Me something beyond his 
means, something he had to beg for (broken rice). He is so full of love, 
such prema-bhakti – I want my kingdom to be purified by the dust 
from his feet.” So secretly Kåñëa led Sudämä through the streets He 
wanted him to purify. after Kåñëa bade him farewell, He returned 
to His palace with a heavy heart. He thought, “This devotee loves me 
so much and I can’t return his love because I cannot reciprocate in kind. 
He has given me something beyond his means, so I should also give him 
something beyond My means. But there is nothing in existence that is 
beyond Me, it is all Mine, I created everything. So again my devotee has 
outdone Me! Yes, I will give him a palace and a park… but my devotees 
are not interested in all of this. My devotees are always superior to Me 
and that brings Me totally under their control.” This is how Kåñëa felt 
in relationship to Sudämä. 

But does all of this have anything to do with our situation as 
practicing devotees? Is Kåñëa also controlled by Kåñëa däsa? or 
by Rädhä devé däsé? I read about this in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
(9.4.63) where Kåñëa speaks to Durväsä muni: “I am completely 
under the control of My devotees. Indeed, I am not at all independent. 
Because My devotees are completely devoid of material desires, I sit 
only within the cores of their hearts. What to speak of My devotee, even 
those who are devotees of My devotee are very dear to Me.” 

when I read, “because my devotees are completely devoid of material 
desires” I thought, “Ok, here we have it: Kåñëa is controlled by 
the pure devotees, but not by me. He’s bound by those who are very 
advanced but not by me. I’m not free from all material desires. I don’t 
yet have ekänté-bhakti, exclusive devotion which lets one only see 
Kåñëa – like the bee that only sees the honey and doesn’t see anything 
else. I am trying, but I’m not convinced of the success of my attempts.” 

But then I thought about it more deeply. There are ways in which 
Kåñëa is bound to reciprocation with any devotee, even those who 
are not yet in the circle of His direct associates. one is that although 
a devotee may not yet exclusively fix his or her mind on Kåñëa 
and still have some desires other than Kåñëa’s satisfaction, Kåñëa 
takes care that the devotee is not defeated by material desires and 
can stay on the path of bhakti. when such a devotee sincerely and 
honestly admits, “I’m not yet on the level of an exclusive devotee. My 
Lord, I’m not yet able to give you all my love because I’m under adverse 
circumstances at the moment, I’m attacked by my bad qualities.”, Kåñëa 
makes an arrangement to even fulfill the material desires of this 
devotee, but in such a way that the devotee is not further entangled 
in mäyä. Kåñëa Himself explains this: “My devotee wants something 
which is foolish but I don’t want to give this to him, so let Me give it 
in such a way that in the end My devotee is attached to me only.” (Çré 
Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya- lélä, 22.38-40) This is Kåñëa’s care. 
obviously, Kåñëa is not referring to pretenders who think, “On the 
inside I have faults, but like the shiny skin of an apple hides its rotting 
pulp from others, so I, too, can get away with it.”
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material activities should be regulated to come to the spiritual plat-
form. But if we do not come to the spiritual platform, simply some 
regulative principle on the material platform will not help us.

Religiosity means to prepare the ground for being elevated to the 
spiritual platform. Just like it is said,

dharmaù svanuñöhitaù puàsäà viñvaksena-kathäsu yaù
notpädayed yadi ratià çrama eva hi kevalam

“The occupational activities a man performs according to his 
own position are only so much useless labor if they do not provoke 
attraction for the message of the Personality of Godhead.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 1.2.8)

Dharma, religious faith…everything is very punctual. one goes 
punctually to the church or to the temple and executes all ritualistic 
ceremonies very rigidly, following the rules and regulations. But at 
the end if he has not developed love for God, then, the Bhägavata 
says, çrama eva hi kevalam: “This is simply laboring, formalities.” 
caste priest, caste Gosvämé, caste spiritual master – simply a for-
mality. But the objective is not Kåñëa. The objective is material hap-
piness. That sort of religiosity or following the regulative principles 
will not help. one may be very expert in the matter of executing 
religious performances, but that does not mean he can be elevated 
to the spiritual platform. This may be a little helpful to rise to the 
spiritual platform, but unless one is actually engaged in the service 
of the lord, it cannot be achieved perfectly.

 From a lecture by Çréla Prabhupäda in new vrindavan, uSa, June 19, 
1969 

want, bound by the not-yet-pure devotees. we need to know that 
God is not distant, and that our prayers reach Him and that He is 
not a person who sits silently and judges the conditioned souls. 
Kåñëa becomes pleased by our endeavors in His service, He becomes 
bound to His devotees and He reciprocates with them. 

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami at Govardhana Hill, India, nov. 
29, 2016

ÇRéla PRaBHuPäDa: 
RISe To THe SPIRITual PlaTFoRm

a second example for how Kåñëa comes under the control of His 
new devotees is how Kåñëa accepts the prayers and service offered 
by immature devotees. In his commentary to Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
10.87.2 Çréla viçvanätha cakravarté Öhäkura explains that when a 
devotee reads verses describing the bodily features of the lord, he 
thinks of the wonderful beauty of Kåñëa. concentrating his mind in 
this way he gradually becomes joyful under the impression that he is 
meditating on the lord, although he is not fully realized and cannot 
even meditate steadily on the effulgence surrounding Kåñëa’s body. 

So the devotee thinks, “Ok, let me meditate. What was it again? Two 
armed form, two lotus eyes, a complexion like a rain cloud, a dhoté like 
lightning… I can keep this all in my mind, I’m meditating.” actually, 
the devotee cannot even meditate on the brahman, what to speak 
of Kåñëa. not yet being so advanced, the devotee is only imagining 
things. nevertheless, viçvanätha cakravarté Öhäkura continues, 
“Kåñëa is moved by the waves of His causeless mercy and thinks, ‘Oh 
how wonderful, that devotee is meditating on Me’ and then when the 
sädhaka becomes mature, Kåñëa brings that beloved devotee to His feet 
and engages him in confidential service.”

In other words, Kåñëa receives and accepts the service attempts 
of even immature devotees. and He is very grateful for every little 
service. In this way Kåñëa also becomes connected to or, if you so 
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