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NeveR leave ThIS paTh…
In Çré Caitanya-caritämåta the lord says, “It is My vow that 
if one only once seriously surrenders unto Me, saying ‘My 
dear Lord, from this day I am Yours,’ and prays to Me for 
fearlessness, I shall immediately award fearlessness to that 
person, and he will always remain safe from that time on.” 
This is a very famous statement. The lord is so kind that 
when you take a step towards him, you may not fully have 
realized him as the text says, and you may not always be 
able to keep up this surrendered attitude, yet the lord will 
accept you and protect you, even from the messengers 
of death, who come with a noose to yank your soul out 
of your body at the end of your life. This is the power of 
surrender. “Even if one who has surrendered to Kåñëa happens 
to do something sinful because of his former habits, such sinful 
actions no longer have a destructive effect. Therefore one 
should adhere to the lotus feet of Kåñëa very tightly and serve 
Him under the direction of the spiritual master. Thus, in all 
conditions one will be akuto-bhaya, free from fear.”, says Çréla 
prabhupäda in his purport to Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 6.1.19.

You should know why the lord is like this, why he has 
this principle. Why he is so utterly favorably inclined to 
someone who comes in a surrendered mood to him. It is 
because Kåñëa takes the essence of someone, even if that 
essence is covered with layers of dirt and conditioning 
and a problematic mind and life and so on. This is vividly 
illustrated in narrations such as that of the sinful ajämila or 
that of the witch and child killer pütanä. This is the strength 
of surrender. When you do it Kåñëa is very kind to you. 
The Sanskrit word for surrender is çaraëägati. however, the 
english word ‘surrender’ does not fully express its meaning 
and thus ‘surrender to Kåñëa’ is often misunderstood. Çaraëa 
means ‘shelter’, and gati means ‘to move forward’ towards 
shelter. In other words, the word çaraëägati expresses a 
gradual process. It is not completed by one act. 

This means two things for us: First of all, when you take 
the decision, “I’m going to be a devotee of Kåñëa. I’m going 
to go on devotional retreats and festivals. Yes, I will be tired 
and I will overcome my tiredness and I will practice, practice, 
practice ¬– and I will take it seriously.”, at that point in time 
your surrender has begun, your approach has started. and 
secondly, because you are on the right path, Kåñëa is now 
taking care of you. You are moving forward and because 

Kåñëa is so impressed, so happy, so grateful that amongst 
all your distractions and not yet being a pure soul, you 
have taken this one decision – “I am moving towards Him, 
çaraëägati, I will make my approach. I’m coming.”, Kåñëa then 
says: “Wow! She is mine. I am now taking care of her. I know 
for the complete journey she will require help; she can’t do it 
alone. I’m ready and I’m willing to take care of her case.”

Young devotees surrender in their own ways, and older 
devotees are also still surrendering. They are also still 
thinking what they can do to improve their japa. What they 
will do will be much more advanced than what beginners 
are capable of doing, but for Kåñëa it doesn’t make any 
difference. From Kåñëa’s perspective, someone is trying 
to surrender. Whatever he does is according to his level 
of Kåñëa consciousness. But he will move forward with 
strength and it will be very, very good for him. This is our 
lord. This is how he thinks, and this is totally inspiring.

There is a prayer by Yämunäcärya, which expresses the 
mood of someone who wants to practice çaraëägati: “Oh 
infinite Lord, I have been drowning in this material ocean for 
so long. But now I have found its shore, You. You too oh Lord, 
have today found the perfect recipient of Your unlimited mercy, 
Me.” Now, someone who has been carried away from the 
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beach by an undercurrent and is about to drown is in the 
ocean will never ever stop approaching the shore. In fact, 
that will be all he thinks of. In the same way, a devotee who 
wants to engage in real chanting of the holy Name can never 
ever drop his attention from the practice of the holy Name. 
he has to always continue approaching Kåñëa through the 
holy Name, make an effort to come closer. and if he does 
so, he’s on this wonderful protected path, the path which 
is under the supervision of the lord, because the lord 
hears his prayers. he sees the endeavors of someone who is 
in the process of surrendering, who’s approaching him in 
surrender and thus is practicing çaraëägati. and the lord 
in his mercy is prepared to overlook the dark spots which 
we all still have in our character. Never ever leave this path, 
this protected path, this path where the lord is willing to 
give his special protection to those who walk it. Walking 
this path doesn’t mean you have to do something which is 
beyond your present capabilities, such as stopping to eat and 
sleep and just doing service or whatever. No, no, no! You 
have misunderstood if you thought this way. You only have 
to be willing to take your next steps, make your next move. 
and do you know what? chanting the holy Name, in a way, 
is the best field to practice çaraëägati. Because, in chanting 
you can make that choice for each single new mantra. “Will I 
try to give my attention? Will I try to approach the Lord?”

Now I see the shore…

You have the choice to show Kåñëa that you are trying to 
walk the path of çaraëägati. It’s a conscious choice which 
everyone of us has to make. and there is one thing that can 
help you to make that choice. There is one ‘entry gate’ to 
this beautiful, luminous path of çaraëägati, approaching 
Kåñëa, and that is the well-known value of humility. This 
is the entrance, the first thing you need to do in order to 
have access to the true experience of the treasures of Kåñëa 
consciousness. So, when you chant the holy Name, you 
have to adopt this mentality, this inner orientation: “I’m 
drowning in the ocean of material existence, my Lord. By great, 
great fortune, I can now see the shore. Please know, I am in 
need of your help. Kindly help me!”

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami on June 26,  
2019 in Räòhadeça, Belgium.

ÇRéla pRaBhupada: 
The loRd pRoTecTS hIS 
devoTee FRoM The veRY 
BeGINNING 
The lord knows how to protect his devotee. as indicated 
by the words präg diñöam, the lord knew everything. 
Therefore, before anything happened, he had already 
arranged for his cakra to protect Mahäräja ambaréña. 
This protection is offered to a devotee even from the very 
beginning of his devotional service. Kaunteya pratijänéhi 
na me bhaktaù praëaçyati (Bhagavad-gétä, 9.31). If one 
simply begins devotional service, he is immediately 
protected by the Supreme personality of Godhead. This is 
also confirmed in Bhagavad-gétä, 18.66: ahaà tväà sarva-
päpebhyo mokñayiñyämi. protection begins immediately. 
The lord is so kind and merciful that he gives the 
devotee proper guidance and all protection, and thus the 
devotee very peacefully makes solid progress in Kåñëa 
consciousness without outward disturbances. a serpent 
may be very angry and ready to bite, but the furious snake 
is helpless when faced by a blazing fire in the forest. [In 
the same way,] although an enemy of a devotee may be 
very strong, he is compared to an angry serpent before the 
fire of devotional service.

 From Çréla Prabhupäda’s purport to Çrémad-Bhägavatam,  
verse 9.4.48.
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