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Jéva Goswämé provides us with an amazing definition of sin: “Sin is 
the suffering of the mind born from not having a taste for associating 
with the Lord.” According to this definition sin means, to not have 
a taste for chanting, for the Holy Dhama, for talking about Kåñëa, 
for anything related to Kåñëa. And that brings suffering! We are 
suffering my dear devotees, because we don’t have a taste for Kåñëa! 
What we have, is taste for the material world. We have lost our taste 
for Kåñëa, Who is the only person Who truly belongs to us. And we 
have exchanged this taste for everything else except for Kåñëa. This 
is our problem – having an abnormal, distracted taste! 

We are meant to run after Kåñëa! This is what is normal for the soul, 
to somehow be in contact with Kåñëa. But when we develop this 
non-taste for Kåñëa and this powerful taste for mäyä, at that very 
point, our suffering is born. 

Bhajana, chanting or reading, means to correct this problem. The 
moment you re-discover your taste for Kåñëa, or even a glimpse of 
taste, the suffering in the mind stops. For sure you have noticed, 
the moment you are able to say: “Ohhh Kåñëa, please, I’m so fallen, 
I have no taste even for your Holy Name…”, even the moment you 
lament that you have no taste, the moment you somehow address 
and confront this problem and you are sorry for it – at that very 
moment something, another kind of taste, enters into your heart and 
the suffering becomes smaller. The whole process of sädhana-bhakti, 
that means bhakti or Kåñëa consciousness in practice, what we do 
practically, is meant to purify the mind and to transform our taste. 

Now you might say: “Mahäräja, reading this is so frustrating. You tell 
us we should get taste, but this is a circular argument! I don’t have taste, 
so you say ‘have taste’?! What should I do with this? Someone who has 
no taste can’t be ordered to have taste! Someone who has no love can’t be 
told to love. It doesn’t work like that! So please, tell me, tell me, tell me, 
just one, single convincing argument how I can get my taste for Kåñëa 
back. I want it. I am trying, but I’m not successful. Please tell me how it 
can work.”

My dear devotees, please make sure to read this with attention: 
Kåñëa knows that on his or her own, a conditioned soul has indeed 
no power to repair this broken taste. It is not within the power of 
anyone of us. Now, seeing that there is no other personality, who can 
take care of this suffering of having the wrong taste, Kåñëa comes 
in His most merciful form of Näma-prabhu. This name has what is 
called in Sanskrit vastu çakti. Vastu çakti is the inherent power of a 
substance; it does not depend on one’s understanding in order to 
be effective. For example fire: you do not need to understand the 
laws of combustion, or how fire is so hot. Regardless what your 
understanding is, if you come in contact with this vastu (fire), you 
feel its çakti (heat) immediately. The Holy Name is the ultimate 

transformative agent, because Kåñëa has invested within His Holy 
Name all of His çaktis. In Hari-bhakti-viläsa (11th viläsa) we find a 
beautiful verse describing this:

“Whatever potency to award auspiciousness and destroy sin may be 
found in the performance of charity, penances, austerities, visiting holy 
tirthas, worshiping demigods, performing Räjasüya or Açvamedha 
sacrifices, or the attainment of knowledge related to the soul, that 
potency has been invested in the holy name of Çré Hari.”

It’s all in there my dear devotees. And the potency to destroy sin and 
to give you auspiciousness is only secondary. The main çakti which 
you can come in contact with while chanting the Holy Name is that 
you are purified in your heart and you develop love for Kåñëa!

So, this non-taste for Kåñëa and the wrong taste for mäyä can be 
cured by Kåñëa who has invested power into His Holy Name. But in 
order to have access to this power, you have to actually have faith in 
the Holy Name and turn to Him!

Once after a kirtan, a devotee came to me and said, “Mahäräja, 
is the Holy Name really Kåñëa?” He was an angry devotee, an old 
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“The activities of Kåñëa are nondifferent from Kåñëa Himself. As 
long as one is engaged in hearing such transcendental activities 
of Kåñëa, he remains aloof from the conditional life of material 
existence. The topics of lord Kåñëa are so auspicious that they 
purify the speaker, the hearer and the inquirer. They are compared 
to the Ganges waters, which flow from the toe of lord Kåñëa. 
Wherever the Ganges waters go, they purify the land and the 
person who bathes in them. Similarly, Kåñëa-katha, or the topics 
of Kåñëa, are so pure that wherever they are spoken, the place, 
the hearer, the inquirer, the speaker and all concerned become 
purified.”

 From Çréla Prabhupäda’s purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam, 2.1.1.

ÇRélA PRABHuPäDA:  
HeARING ABOuT THe AcTIVITIeS  
OF KRSNA PuRIFIeS eVeRyTHING

devotee, and he was doubtful. I replied: “Not for you. You only have 
a semblance of the Holy Name – the letters of the Holy Name. Do you 
think God is so cheap, that you just write a K and an R and an S and an 
N, put three dots below – pang, pang, pang, and an A, and then that’s 
God?! You are fooling yourself if you think it’s that simple!”

The letters of the Holy Name are letters – they are not Kåñëa! Kåñëa 
is only present when there is bhakti or devotion, as He said in the 
Bhagavad-Gita, 18.55.

This means your chanting cannot be lip-deep, it must be heart-deep. 
And this is not about sentimentalism, it is about bhakti or devotion 
which is a quality of the purified heart that wants Kåñëa. This is very, 
very important. 

While in Hamburg, Çréla Prabhupäda was asked, “Prabhupäda, how 
long does it take to become Kåñëa conscious?” Prabhupäda said: “it 
could happen in one second, and it may not happen after millions of 
years. It all depends on your sincerity.” A person who sincerely comes 
to Kåñëa, praying: “Kåñëa, I forgot you for so many long years in this 
material world, but today, while chanting, I’m turning to you as your 
sincere and serious servant. Please accept me.” This is sincerity my 
dear devotees. This is when you connect with what is inside of you. 
Then you are immediately accepted. 

But our problem is that we are drifting away from this chance. We 
have all the opportunities. We have a very, very powerful spiritual 
master who has interceded into our life. We have the Holy Name. 
We have a Kåñëa-Balaram temple which is so wonderful! We have 
everything, but we are often drifting to the surface and we come 
in contact with all kinds of ‘surface things’, and as a result we 
are cruelly washed away from all of our opportunities. We came 
so close to the door and now we are washed away – by a surface 
understanding of what this movement is about – finding faults with 
devotees, only being on Facebook and in the internet and never 
chanting, never reading, never absorbing ourselves in service. 

Get out of your mind when you chant and just get into your heart, 
the seat of devotional feelings. chant with the understanding that 
you cannot chant on your own. chant in a desperate, pleading way 
looking for the mercy, understanding “Oh I am a lamentable soul. 
This is my problem: no taste in chanting, no taste for Kåñëa. Oh Kåñëa, 
please help me to control my restless mind, oh please bring me to the 
chanting.” Then it miraculously switches. Then the vastu çakti of the 
Holy Name, which you are looking for, that çakti of Kåñëa which is 
so strong that it can destroy all your suffering, all your accumulated 
sinful reactions, will become activated.

In summary, this understanding is our solution: “I am powerless.  

The Holy Name has power, but this power can only come to me if I listen 
to myself chant sincerely. Sincerely praying is the turning point.”

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami on Nov 13,  
2019 in Vrindavan, India
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