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Often, being in the association of good devotees is the best 
choice for nourishing your spiritual enthusiasm. Why is that? 
When you meet devotees and discuss spiritually with them, 
it will be easy for you to turn your attention inwards. On the 
other hand, if you are only by yourself, there is the chance that 
you will remain with your ordinary thoughts, the thoughts 
that do not belong to you, but are a product of your particular 
material conditioning.

However, you need to know where you can get good devotee 
association and where you can be alone in a good way. Both 
options can be right for you at different times. For instance, 
when you need to process something, taking a walk alone 
can be the right choice. At another time, where you need an 
impulse from outside, it can be best, for example, to meet with 
devotees of similar age and nature. Being responsible for your 
spiritual life, for your enthusiasm, means to consciously make 
these choices and take action.

Question: Would you say, everyone has a mission?

Answer: Everyone has something they are good at, some talent. 
If you focus on this, then that becomes a mission. For instance 
one devotee might not be very good at physical, practical work, 

but very good at singing kirtan. Should this devotee now try to 
become an expert in handcraft? No, he should focus on singing 
kirtan and make a mission out of it, for example bringing and 
teaching kirtana to others. When you do what you are good at, 
you like doing it; and that is true for everyone, even something 
very simple such as sweeping the streets.

Once when I was on a trip to Atlanta, I visited an exhibition 
about Martin Luther King at the airport. There I read a quote 
of him that read something like this : “I want to see a man, 
using his talent that God gave him. I want to see a street sweeper, 
sweeping the street as if he was directing a symphonic orchestra.” 
This expresses the same idea. If you do what you are meant to 
do, there is elegance, joy and you are fully there.

The problem though, is that we often compare ourselves with 
others. If the kirtan devotee would try to do what a mechanic 
does, he would need to ask for advice every few minutes; it 
wouldn’t work. I think in that sense, each one of us does have 
a mission. Not everyone has a mission in the sense of “taking 
over the world in eighteen days” and leading other people. But 
everyone has something they are good at and they can use that 
and collaborate with others to bring about something positive 
in the world.
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     MEET ÇAcéNANdANA SWAMI
upcoming seminars & events:

Read more: www.sacinandanaswami.com

At the moment upcoming events are either conducted as live-streams or will take 

place as planned on short-notice according to the current developments. 

Check on Facebook or the schedule on sacinandanaswami.com for details.

Question: Sometimes we fall into a spiritual apathy 
where, on the one hand we recognize there’s no reason 
to not endeavor more and get closer to Kåñëa, but on the 
other hand we do not feel a desire to do so. How can one 
overcome that?

Answer: Yes, sometimes we feel our spiritual life has become 
very lax. For this situation, it is recommended to get the 
association of people who are spiritually motivated. Then 
something of their motivation will rub off onto you. That 
is the reason why our tradition emphasizes saìga so much. 
Actually in every field, in order to advance, you need to go 
into the association of those who are successful in that field. In 
devotional life, we go to devotees. But not to devotees who are 
apathetic or lazy, but devotees who operate on a different level, 
on a level on which we would like to become. If we do that, 
we will feel enthused to do or stop doing certain things. For 
instance, when I go to our temple in Mumbai, I will rise every 
morning before 4:30 a.m., because everyone does it there? Or 
do we not feel enthused when we go to a festival where we hear 
a lot of spiritual things, and some of them “sound just right for 
me”? We feel “Let me do this!” It works. Association has that 
effect. Again, not just any association, it must be like-minded 
association, that is very important. And if you can find devotees 
who are a little more spiritually mature than you, so that they 
can set you examples, and more importantly give a prospect of 
another level or dimension of spiritual life. 

Question: Often I find that devotees whom I look up 
to are very busy and thus associating with advanced 
devotees is not easy. What to do about this?

Answer: I’m a “nectar hunter” by profession. I like to go where 
I find the nectar. For instance, when I can’t get a spiritual book 
through the normal channels, I will try and find another way 
to get it. When you can’t reach your goal through one way, you 
find another way – and there are innumerable ways. So, if you 
cannot have direct contact with advanced devotees, you can 
listen to recordings of their lectures. You can also talk to other 
devotees. It doesn’t always have to be the most elevated person, 
who might be very busy. There are many, many devotees who 
know the answers to your questions and who can enrich your 
understanding of Kåñëa consciousness in many ways.  

 From a lecture by Sacinandana Swami on Feb. 9, 2020,  
in Goloka-dhama, Germany.

“A devotee is always prasannätmä, because his happiness is to 
serve Kåñëa. His only business is to see Kåñëa happy, that’s all. 
This is devotion. There may be loss or gain, there may be victory 
or defeat, there may be distress or happiness, it doesn’t matter. He’s 
not affected with this duality. That is being taught in the Bhagavad-
gétä from beginning until the end. Kåñëa is teaching. That’s all. 
Saàsiddhir hari-toñaëam (Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 1.2.13). The 
Bhägavata also confirms this. You do not look after whether it is 
loss or gain, but you have to see whether Kåñëa is satisfied. That’s 
all. That is your only business. That is your only business.”

 From a lecture by Srila Prabhupada in London, September 4, 1973.

SRILA PRABHuPAdA:  
YOuR ONLY BuSINESS
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