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OuR NaTuRal OpuleNce aNd OuR 
ONly TReaSuRe
When we are with Kåñëa, we share in Kåñëa’s qualities. let me 
explain this deep philosophical point: Kåñëa or God has six 
qualities in completeness: opulence, strength, fame, beauty, 
knowledge and renunciation. Now, believe it or not – in your 
original, constitutional position you have these qualities of God, 
too. at least to a certain degree. 

However, the moment you leave Kåñëa’s proximity, instead of 
opulence, you experience constant lack and deficiency, or the 
feeling of ‘I need.’ This holds true even if you are materially 
extremely wealthy. I once asked a very wealthy man whether he 
was content. He replied he was getting pleasure from his house 
and other belongings, but also that he was anxious about money 
he had invested somewhere. I said to him that even if he lost a 
million dollars in this investment, he wouldn’t even feel it. His 
response was: “It is about something else. It is the anxiety of missing 
the opportunity to significantly increase my wealth.” When you 
leave Kåñëa, instead of having strength, you’ll often see yourself 
overwhelmed and defeated by external circumstances. at the very 
least, you’ll experience old age, disease and death. even though 
one may be famous and in a high social position, one may not 
enjoy fame due to, for example, a constant inner critic that always 
makes us feel inferior to others. Instead of feeling beautiful we feel 
unsatisfied with our appearance. In our original position we have 
knowledge, but in the conditioned state we are so ignorant. We 
identify with the body, with the changing content of our mind. 
In a second the mind can create a scenario that seems like a huge 
crisis to us. We, who are full of bliss,  who are filled with unlimited 
knowledge and who have nothing to fear, because the soul doesn’t 
die – we identify with this body, which is not blissful, nor pure, 
and that only exists for a short time. That is very ignorant. and 
finally, when we come to this world, we also lose the quality 
of renunciation. Instead, we become so attached to our sense 
gratification. 

It is like when a spark falls out of the fire, all of its fire-like qualities 
become extinguished and turned into the opposite. In the same 
way, when we leave Kåñëa, our divine qualities that we naturally 
have in a minute quantity, are not only extinguished, but are 
turned into their opposites! In this way we get lost in our ego – our 
material sense of identity – and our little story. and all of us – it 
doesn’t matter whether we join any spiritual group – live in our 
story, the story that our mind keeps telling and that is reinforced by 
our ego. It is the same for all of us. In this process we suffer from 
a complete forgetfulness of our original, true form. However, the 
most critical loss of memory that we suffer from and which affects 
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us most severely is forgetting the bliss we experience when we long 
for Kåñëa! In this world, according to caitanya Mahäprabhu, this 
is your greatest treasure! In fact, it doesn’t matter so much that you 
feel lacking, that you are overwhelmed by circumstances, that you 
feel inferior to others or that you lost some pleasure. What matters 
absolutely is that you fall into a story and forget what you had with 
Kåñëa. 

Because, if you remember how blissful you are when you are in 
Kåñëa consciousness, you can have the right desire: “I want to 
come to you, Kåñëa!” It is only when we forget this sweet longing 
for Kåñëa that we become overwhelmed. as long as we have this 
feeling of separation “I only need you, my Lord,” then whatever 
is happening, while you are still encased in the body, is of small 
importance. But only when you have this longing!

Kåñëa loves you, no matter who you are. Kåñëa waits for you 
to make a turn and come back to Him. We have to stop seeing 
devotees in terms of their faults. If a devotee maintains his or her 
longing for Kåñëa, they are safe, because they are still connected to 
Kåñëa in some way. Kåñëa sees when a devotee keeps this longing 
intact, and He only considers this. 
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The lord is reciprocally respondent to His devotees. When 
He sees that a devotee is completely sincere in getting 
admittance to the transcendental service of the lord and 
has thus become eager to hear about Him, the lord acts 
from within the devotee in such a way that the devotee may 
easily go back to Him. The lord is more anxious to take 
us back into His kingdom than we can desire. Most of us 
do not desire at all to go back to Godhead. Only a very few 
men want to go back to Godhead. But anyone who desires 
to go back to Godhead, Çré Kåñëa helps in all respects.

 From Çréla Prabhupäda’s purport to Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 1.2.17.

ÇRéla pRaBHupäda: 
aNyONe WHO deSIReS 

THe cleveRNeSS  
Of THe MOST cleveR
O uddhava, greatest of saints, in a dangerous situation an ordinary 
person cries, becomes fearful and laments, although such useless 
emotions do not change the situation. But activities offered to Me 
without personal motivation, even if they are externally useless, 
amount to the actual process of religion. This process is the 
supreme intelligence of the intelligent and the cleverness of the 
most clever, for by following it one can in this very life make use of 
the temporary and unreal to achieve Me, the eternal reality.

 Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 11.29.21-22

So, we are spun in one story. But we can absorb ourselves – 
therapeutically – in another story. The story of the Supreme 
personality of Godhead. In this way we’ll wake up from our false 
stories. This is Kåñëa’s way. By bringing the Bhägavatam to us, 
by bringing the Holy Name to us, Kåñëa installs a very simple 
message in us: “You belong to me! You belong to my world. You are 
in reality resident of the spiritual realm.” When the lord welcomes 
Gopa Kumära He says: “Please, I’m so happy that you have returned! 
Now please enjoy!” What is there to enjoy? unlimited opulence, 
strength, fame, beauty, knowledge and renunciation. Something is 
important here: we should become enthusiastic when we hear this. 
as Çréla prabhupäda put it: “In his liberated state [the soul] enters 
into the spiritual kingdom and becomes an associate of the Supreme 
Lord. There he enjoys eternal bliss, eternal life, and full knowledge. 
One should be captivated by this information. He should desire to 
transfer himself to that eternal world and extricate himself from this 
false reflection of reality.” (Bhagavad-gétä, 15.6)

Of course for most of us, in the beginning our enthusiasm is 
immature. everything immature will not last for a long time. That 
means at some point most of us will experience a crisis, that is to 
be expected and in some ways that is good and necessary. However, 
we then need to discover a mature enthusiasm. That mature 
enthusiasm is like the last glimmer of light that the spark which fell 
from the fire still has. It is the only wealth the soul has – longing 
for Kåñëa. This yearning, this desiring Kåñëa fully, even though one 
is struggling with the mind and the senses, that is our only wealth.

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami, on August 14, 2020,  
in Goloka-dhäma, Germany. 
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