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SomeTImeS You Have To RIde YouR BoaT upSTReam
When I was in Känäi Näöaçälä I learned something from the 
villagers that I cannot forget… I was staying in a nice house from 
where I could see the Gaìgä. The river was very wide there, maybe 
one kilometer in breadth, and there were boatmen taking villagers 
and cows from our side to the other side. But do you know how 
they did that? They first went about 500 meters upstream, in a 
completely different direction, leading apparently away from the 
village they were trying to reach. The boatmen rode their boat 
upstream and when they had reached the middle of the river, they 
let the Gaìgä carry them back downstream to the village of their 
destination. If they had tried to go straight across, without going 
upstream first, they would never have reached that village, but 
landed many kilometers downstream from it.

In Kåñëa consciousness you must also sometimes take a direction 
which apparently leads you away from Kåñëa, but will bring you 
to him in the end. I would like to give you an example: if you are 
not good in relationships but you want to enter a relationship with 
Kåñëa, you must first develop good relationships with devotees. 
You must learn this. You must especially learn to avoid ego-
clashes, which happen when others have different opinions from 
you.

I will make a subtle point now. Sometimes you may have to move 
in ways which others don’t even understand. Look at akrüra! He 
served the demon Kaàsa, no one understood him. Yes, he was not 

liked, but he did this to attain Kåñëa. Is there something in your 
life that you have to do which might at first make you unpopular 
in your social circles but in the end help you reach Kåñëa? Tapas-
viné brahmacäriëé – maybe you have to get married! Big lecturer – 
maybe you have to admit that you don’t even know how to chant. 
maybe you should first stop for some time, chant and become 
spiritually strong. maybe there are some things that are even more 
difficult to understand than the few examples I have given.

akrüra wanted to enter Kåñëa-sambandha. He wanted to be close 
to his Lord and therefore he rowed his boat upstream, in a seem-
ingly different direction. I like this point very much because it 
shows how spiritual life is never an external affair, but an internal 
affair. It is important for all of us to start our internal journey 
and to learn how to reach Kåñëa from the example of this far-out 
devotee. Remember the letter from Caitanya mahäprabhu to Rüpa 
and Sanätana Gosvämés. They had asked how they should deal 
with their material obligations. mahäprabhu replied, “You should 
be like a paramour lover – like the wife who also has a lover. She is 
always thinking only of him, but hides her love and acts very formally 
and correctly in her household. You should also act correctly in your 
material affairs, but you should be in love with Kåñëa and think of 
him only.”

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami at Govardhana Hill, våndävana, 
November 23, 2014.

SaCRIFICe IN devoTIoNaL 
SeRvICe WILL move You 
FoRWaRd
my dear devotees, if you want to move forward in your life and 
make progress, you need a certain force that will take you away 
from the old and bring you to the new. If we keep on doing the 
old things, we will keep on living the old life. If we keep on 
thinking the old thoughts, we will stay stuck in our old paradig-
matic prison. If you want a comfortable life but at the same time 
make progress, you will be disappointed. Just as a car needs the 
force of cybernetic energy to move from point a to point B, you 
also need an energy which moves you from your present level of 
spiritual life to the next – and this energy comes from sacrifice. 
What are you willing to sacrifice for your spiritual life? This is a 
very important personal question.
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Sacrifice is a divine power if you do it for the pleasure of the 
personality of Godhead. In undertaking sacrifice you will notice 
energy coming to you outside of your own body, mind or words. 
Sacrifice done for the pleasure of the Lord attracts the Lord’s 
mercy. Sacrifice done for the pleasure of the Lord, is very dear to 
the Lord, very close to the heart of the Lord, very good!

There is the following statement in the Nectar of Devotion: “My 
dear Lord, as a sold animal has no need to think about his mainte-
nance and sustenance, so, because I have given up my body and soul 
unto you, I am no longer concerned with my maintenance and sus-
tenance.” (Hari-bhakti-viveka, quoted in Nod, chapter 11) What 
this means is that when an animal is sold the old proprietor no 
longer needs to worry about the upkeep of the animal. The new 
owner will naturally take care of it. In the same way when you, 
who thought you were the old owner of your body, mind and 
life, gave it to Kåñëa, it then became Kåñëa’s concern to take care 
of you. and Kåñëa has always proven himself to stand up to his 
word that, “When someone surrenders to me, I take care of him.” 
(Bg 9.22, 18.66)

If you just once come to this point in your life where you are 
ready to surrender, Kåñëa takes on your case. He writes you onto 
his list: this person once surrendered, I must take him or her. This 
is our Lord. I think the Lord understands us conditioned souls, 
who have this body and this mind. Yes, we want to surrender, 

but there is pizza and our body is just craving for pizza after two 
weeks of retreats! We eat too much and we don’t come to our 
service because we have ten pizzas to conquer. …But the Lord 
will not take away your name from his list, he is bhakta-vatsala, 
the protector of his devotees.

If we want to progress we should pray to find out what our sac-
rifice in service is. “In service” – is very important, not that “Ok, 
my sacrifice will be to eat less.” No, no, that is not the essence of 
what I am saying. Sacrifice in devotional service – which will 
move us forward, because of the nature of devotional service. 
We want to be empowered by bhakti – this is devotional service 
directed through a servant to his servants, so from Çréla prabhu-
päda and his representatives to you. This is very important, my 
dear devotees. please add this thing of sacrifice to your life. ask 
yourself deeply – what is it that I could sacrifice now for Çré Çré 
Rädhä Kåñëa and for guru? ask yourself this question. Not once, 
not twice, ask it regularly: what is my next step? What do they 
want that I still don’t want to give? and be bold, offer yourself in 
sacrifice. You won’t lose. Your ownership will change. Now you 
are under the control of your false ego, but the false ego can’t 
maintain you well. You will be brought onto Kåñëa’s beautiful 
list where he can take care of you. Kåñëa will personally em-
power you – that’s his nature. and all of a sudden you will find 
a blissful energy descending into your life. But the process has 
to be wisely monitored, don’t do premature surrender steps. do 
what is the natural next step and in this way move on gradually. 
The Lord will give you courage, it is his promise – and he will 
keep it.

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami in våndävana, 
November 25, 2009.
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