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The MeanIng of LoTuS feeT

See The plus!

Puruñottama asked, “swamiji, in the scriptures when it 
describes the lotus feet of Kåñëa, what does that mean – 
lotus feet?”

Prabhupäda then sang a verse:
samäçritä ye pada-pallava-plavaà
mahat-padaà puëya-yaço muräreù
bhavämbudhir vatsa-padaà paraà padaà
padaà padaà yad vipadäà na teñäm
[Çrémad-Bhägavatam 10.14.58]

Then he asked the three devotees present to repeat each line 
after him again and again, until they had learned both the 
tune and the words. “In this verse from Çrémad-Bhägavatam,” 
Çréla Prabhupäda explained, sitting up in his bed, “the time 
of death is compared to crossing a vast ocean. It is very fearful. 
One doesn’t know where he will go in the next life. And at every 
step there is danger in the material world. But for one who has 
taken shelter at the lotus feet of lord Kåñëa, that vast, dangerous 
ocean of birth and death becomes shrunk up to no more than the 
impression made in mud by a calf’s hoofprint. There is danger, 
but the devotee doesn’t care for it. Just like if a gentleman 
is riding by in a carriage and he passes a small puddle, he 
considers it insignificant. so do you understand now what ‘lotus 
feet’ means?” It was clear.

 from Çréla Prabhupäda-lélämåta, ch. 25

Question: “sometimes chanting Hare Kåñëa helps me to over-
come my fear of moving forward in spiritual life, but often my 
fear takes over again. How can I overcome this fear?”

Answer: When you come to this wall of fear there is a help 
– that is the association of devotees. go together; don’t go 
alone through that wall of fear. go together with others and 
you’ll find that you are able to do many more things than you 
can do alone. Some of my godbrothers tell me that they have 
prayed their whole lives to find a real friend. a friend on the 
path, who will understand us and who will walk with us, 
even to our grave. Someone who really sticks with us. You 
have to pray for that. 

however, on the way you should not only look for these 
exceptional friends but also be appreciative of the other 
Vaiñëavas around you because they are a great help. Rämä-
nujäcärya says, “If all other spiritual practices have failed you, 
go to the association of Vaiñëavas and just sit with them.” That 
association is so powerful because it can give us the spe-
cial gift of matiù – the inclination for spiritual life. It is the 
deepest, ultimate motivating factor in your life. Therefore 
Mucukunda says, “When the life of a conditioned soul ends he 
meets devotees.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 10.51.53)

open your mind with the devotees, give them presents 
affectionately, (things they need in spiritual life) and share 
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prasädam with them in order to establish a loving relation-
ship with the devotees. from this you will get the strength 
to break through the wall of fear with a happy hare Kåñëa on 
your tongue. 

The Lord has invested çaktis, energies, in his devotees. That’s 
why they are so special. and because of that they are holy 
to us; we want to serve them. even the neophytes! The Lord 
has invested his sweet call in them when they woke up and 
found out: “Wow, I have to change my life and live a bhakti 
life.” 

In each devotee, you can see the man or woman whose name 
is in the passport – plus the investment of the Lord. each 
devotee is what he or she is, plus. and it’s that ‘plus’ which 
makes them special in the eyes of Kåñëa. What do you want 
to see? The passport or the investment? You have to make 
the choice. Better you see the ‘plus’ – then life is much more 
blissful. and especially for crossing over these conditionings, 
you need to properly establish the association of devotees in 
your life. of course, in the association of devotees there must 
be some extraordinary talk; not talk about nail polish, new 
dresses, cars and smartphones but Kåñëa-conscious discus-
sions.

 from a lecture by Çacénandana Swami in goloka-dhäma, 
germany, feb. 19, 2016

The 
LoRd'S 

LaughTeR
You ask: Where is god?

The simple answer is that
he is hiding like a playful child

In a place most people will never look.

every day he becomes more impatient.

The moment you finally discover him
he breaks out in gleeful laughter

“I never thought you would look for Me
in your own heart!”

Çacénandana swami
April 2016
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