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IS Kåñëa Really MeRcIful To Me?
Devotees often ask me, “If Kåñëa is really merciful towards His de-
votees, why do so many devotees seem to experience misery? I hear in 
all these lectures that Kåñëa is so merciful but I don’t experience it – I 
just had an accident!” others tell me: “A good friend distanced himself 
from me,” or “This great devotee is dying from cancer, so how can we 
make a general statement that Kåñëa is merciful to His devotees? Maybe 
He is merciful to Çréla Prabhupäda, but not to me or those I know...”

I would like to address this doubt… 
Kåñëa’s mercy towards souls like us – and even for the greatest 
souls – is that He removes the obstacles we face when we wor-
ship Him. However, often we hold on to things that are actually 
dangerous. for instance, recently a relative of mine, a professor, left 
his body because of his addiction to alcohol. We used to tell him 
that drinking is very bad for his liver and that he would soon die 
if he continues. But he was too attached to the thing that eventu-
ally killed him. often we are no better than this and in these times 
Kåñëa’s mercy takes away such obstacles to our devotional service. 
out of ignorance we may not find this pleasant but in the long run 
it is beneficial for us. 

Kåñëa removes obstacles in two ways: softly or more forcefully. for 
devotees who are at that moment not particularly determined to 
become purified, He fulfills material desires in such a way that in 
the end they will develop attachment to His lotus feet. That is the 
soft way: He gives what the devotee wants, but eventually removes 
these desires so in the end one only wants Kåñëa. I think most of us 
favor this way.

an example: someone might have a strong desire to travel and see 
the world, but also wants to dedicate their life to Kåñëa’s service. 

Kåñëa might then fulfill the desire for travel within the frame of de-
votional service. Therefore, Kåñëa arranges for you to gradually lose 
interest in the material part of your desire (to travel, become famous 
or be appreciated by others, etc.) and you will just want to serve. 

It can also be the case that a devotee is only a little stubborn, but at 
the same time he or she wants Kåñëa intensely. Here Kåñëa might 
chose the other way, which is a little bit harder. He might forcefully 
remove the things that the devotee is attached to. for example, all 
of a sudden the devotee develops an illness and can no longer eat 
luxurious food. This is the second type of mercy – where Kåñëa 
takes away hindrances to devotional life, without continuing to 
fulfill materially mixed desires. Kåñëa expresses it like this, “If I es-
pecially favor someone I gradually deprive him of his wealth by which 
he fulfills all his material desires. Then the relatives and friends of such 
a poverty stricken man give him up! In this way he suffers one distress 
after another.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 10.88.8)

I believe these are the instances many of us interpret as Kåñëa’s 
cruelty. and this is where our mistake lies. This is where our faith 
breaks. Please don’t make this mistake – have a little faith! 

We all need to be educated so that we realize that material life and 
material pleasures are actually not good for us, in fact they are 
dangerous. let us never forget why we became interested in Kåñëa 
consciousness: to obtain something that even the creator of the uni-
verse is hankering for – pure love of God. To help us receive such a 
precious gift, the lord sometimes has to use unexpected means to 
wake us up.



I request you: the next time you experience a mishap in your life or 
when something does not work out according to your plan, before 
you go down the road of judging Kåñëa: “Isn’t it true that you’re not 
that merciful to me, my Lord? And these lecturers who talk about Your 
mercy and say You are bound by love are liars.” Take a step back and 
try to look at your life from the spiritual perspective. Maybe you 
will find that what you first considered to be a curse is in truth a 
disguised blessing. The moment you discover this, your faith in 
Kåñëa will grow. 

In summary, there are two ways in which Kåñëa destroys His devo-
tees’ obstacles. one is the gradual soft way where He fulfills material 
desires, but in such a way that in the end you want only Him. The 
other way, which He considers to be special mercy, is more firm. 
When the first method doesn’t work that well, He may take the 
poisonous toy we want to continue playing with, away from us. 

 from a lecture by Çacénandana Swami at Govardhana Hill, India, 
Nov. 30, 2016
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     MeeT ÇacéNaNDaNa SWaMI
upcoming seminars & events:

April 29-30  24 hour kértana, Birmingham, england

May 26-29  Sädhu-Saìga Retreat, Boone, North carolina, uSa

Read more: www.sacinandanaswami.com

July 22-28  Bhakti Retreat, Switzerland

July 29  Rätha yätra, Berlin, Germany

This song by Çré Bilvamaìgala Öhäkura expresses the sweet relation-

ship between the devotee and Kåñëa, who purifies His devotee. It also 

highlights the special potency of Kåñëa’s holy name.

(1) I offer my obeisances to that foremost of thieves – who is 
famous in Vraja as the butter-thief and who steals the gopés’ 
clothes, and who, for those who take shelter of Him, steals 
the sins which have accrued over many lifetimes.

(2) I offer my obeisances to the foremost of thieves – who 
steals Çrématé Rädhikä’s heart, who steals the dark luster of a 
fresh raincloud, and who steals all the sins and sufferings of 
those who take shelter of His feet.

(3) He turns His surrendered devotees into paupers and 
wandering homeless beggars – aho! Such a fearsome thief 
has never been seen or heard of in all the three worlds.

(4) Mere utterance of His name purges one of a mountain 
of sins – such an astonishingly wonderful thief I have never 
seen or heard of anywhere!

(5) o Thief! Having stolen my wealth, my honor, my senses, 
my life and my everything, where can you run to? I have 
caught you with the rope of my devotion!

(6) you cut the terrible noose of yamaräja, you sever 
the dreadful noose of material existence, and you slash 
everyone’s material bondage, but you are unable to cut the 
knot fastened by your own loving devotees.

(7) o stealer of my everything! o Thief! Today I have impri-
soned you in the miserable prison-house of my heart which 
is very fearful due to the terrible darkness of my ignorance. 
and there, for a very long time, you will remain, receiving 
appropriate punishment for your crimes of thievery!

(8) o Kåñëa, thief of my everything! The noose of my devo-
tion remaining forever tight, you will continue to reside in 
the prison-house of my heart because I will not release you 
for millions of aeons.

ÇRé ÇRé coRäñöaKaM
(THe SoNG aBouT THe THIef)

http://www.sacinandanaswami.com/en/s1a831/schedule/24h-kirtan-birmingham.html
http://www.sadhusangaretreat.com/
http://www.sacinandanaswami.com
http://bhaktiretreat.krishna.ch/
http://www.tempelberlin.de/events/event/ratha-yatra-umzug/

