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The Man Who LoST hIS Key
There is a great challenge in our lives. The kali-yuga presses so 
many demands on us: it is difficult to obtain the money we need; 
relationships with friends, partners and within families are often 
so problematic – in fact, everything is a little difficult in this age. 
In search for solutions to our life’s problems we always look in the 
areas that we already know. Just like the man who lost his key:

once, there was a man who came back home late after a long 
week of hard work. Due to being tired, and drunk, when he 
wanted to open the door to his house he dropped his key. It was 
dark outside and the only source of light was a street lantern 
that stood 20 meters away from his front door. The man was 
unable to find the key in the dark, so he continued his search 
near the lantern because he thought there he could see better. 
after a while a stranger walked by and saw the man, by now on 
his knees, desperately looking for his key. “Can I help you? Are 
you looking for something?” “Yes, I can’t get into my house because I 
have lost my key.” “Shall I help you searching for it?” “Yes, please!” 
after the two of them had been looking for the key for a long time 
without success the stranger said to the man, “We can’t find the 
key like that. Can you perhaps remember where you had the key in 
your hands for the last time?” “Yes! It was right in front of my door.” 
“Whaat?” The stranger was shocked, “Why then are we looking for 
it here on the lawn and not where you lost it??” The man answered: 
“Because here we can see much better. By the door it is too dark.” 
Shaking his head, the stranger walked over to the front door and 
after a few seconds found the key and handed it over to the man, 
who was very happy to receive it.

are we not sometimes like that man? To find a solution for our 
problems we go where we can see, where we are experienced. 
We do not go into new land, where we not the master, where 
we have to surrender. Instead we try to manipulate the material 
energy. That we know very well. We have done it before we came 
to Kåñëa consciousness, for many lifetimes. We are expert in 
manipulating the material energy – but we always fall short in 
controlling it the way we desire. Why not look now into another 
direction? to become Kåñëa conscious by establishing a good 
Kåñëa conscious practice and to share Kåñëa consciousness with 
others? you can solve all your problems by these two things. 
Get out of your comfort zone where you only think, “I need to 
eat.”, “I need to sleep.” or “I need attention from others.” Instead, 
give attention to others. Give prasädam to others. Give time 
to others. you will see, all of a sudden your life is free from 
problems. It is magical. There is one thing which increases when 
you give it away. If you give away food, your stock decreases. It 
is the same with money, and everything else. But not with Kåñëa 
consciousness, it increases if you share it. 

I wish that you will find the key to a better, more fulfilled life. 
and there are only things you need to know: 1) stop trying to 
manipulate the material energy – it won’t do you the favor to 
move according to your desire. Start to look for solutions in 
Kåñëa consciousness and 2) share with others. Please try it. It 
really works.

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami at the Bhakti Retreat in 
Switzerland, July 28, 2017
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     MeeT ÇacénanDana SWaMI
upcoming seminars & events:

Dev. 28 - Jan. 1  Saìga-melä festival, Goloka-dhäma, Germany

Feb. 1-4  Vyäsa-püjä festvial, Goloka-dhäma, Germany

Read more: www.sacinandanaswami.com

[During a lecture Çréla Prabhupäda 
interrupts his discourse on the Çrémad-
Bhägavatam verse when he notices 
some of his disciples leaving the 
lecture, apparently to attend to other 
services:]

Why they are going? They are busy in 
some other work? eh? Ugra-karma. 
Without hearing, what will he do? 
nonsense? Çravaëaà kértanam, this is 
our main business. If you don’t hear, 
what will you do? you will simply 
do sense gratification. That’s all. So 
this is the difficulty, that we are not 
very much interested in hearing. our 

bhakti begins here: çravaëaà kértanaà viñëoù. We have to hear 
and we have to speak. But if we are not interested in hearing and 
speaking, then it will simply be formal. That’s all. and gradually it 
will be stopped. Unless there is the life of çravaëaà kértanam, these 
big, big buildings, temples, will become a burden. So if we want to 
create a burden for the future, then we may give up this hearing and 
chanting and sleep very nicely. It will be a burden. not çré-vigraha, 
but galagraha. Çré-vigraha means worshipable deity. So if we give 
up this çravaëaà kértanaà viñëoù, then it will be thought that “Our 
Guru Mahäräja has given us a burden on the neck – galagraha.” This 
is the danger. So we must be very much alert in çravaëaà kértanam. 
otherwise, all this labor will be futile. This building will only be a 
nest for the doves and the pigeons. That is the danger. That is being 
done. nobody is interested. Such, such things...

now, who can understand Kåñëa? There are so many impediments. 
on one side, there is the curtain of mäyä; on another side, everyone 
is a rascal and fool; and on another side, Kåñëa is beyond your sense 
perception. This is the position. [So,] how much alert one must be? 
Then one can understand. Just like the Gosvämés. Is Kåñëa so easy 
to be understood?! But there is a process. So if we do not adopt the 
process, then how can we understand Kåñëa?

 From a lecture by Çréla Prabhupäda in Mäyäpur, September 29, 1974

Çré caitanya Mahäprabhu said: “Of the nine processes of devotional 
service, the most important is to always chant the Holy Name of the 
Lord. If one does so, avoiding the ten kinds of offenses, one very easily 
obtains the most valuable love of Godhead.” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, 
antya 4.71)

one might ask, “Then why do we hear so many lectures on the 
Bhägavatam in our movement. Why don’t we simply sing and dance 
instead of listening to so many explanations?” The answer is: the 
other eight processes of devotional service support the chanting 
of the holy name. For example, when you hear or read about 
Kåñëa you will know who Kåñëa is. From this position you will 
chant to a person, you will connect with Kåñëa; you will chant 
with sambandha-jïäna. however, if you don’t read the Bhägavatam, 
if you don’t know who Kåñëa is, he will not mean anything to 
you and thus you won’t connect with him. In other words, your 
chanting will be ‘shadow’ chanting, without substance. you will 
only think about material things and it will not be devotional 
service. Therefore you must hear and learn about Kåñëa, so that 
your chanting won’t be a bridge that leads nowhere, but a bridge to 
Kåñëa.

For me, chanting means touching Kåñëa. here is an example for 
what I mean by that: at airports smoking is forbidden outside of 
designated smoking rooms. especially when many people are 
smoking in one of these rooms, whoever comes out of it smells 
intensely – having been so immersed in the smoke – and if the 
person passes you, you’ll immediately know where he or she came 
from. Similarly, in chanting you want to be so absorbed that you 
touch Kåñëa, that you touch the spiritual world and that when you 
have completed your chanting you will have a Kåñëa conscious 
fragrance or influence around you. Therefore it is so important that 
every day you enter this ‘room’ of intense, immersed chanting. Then 
you can bring something of the spiritual atmosphere into your daily 
life. That is why we are interested in the other eight practices of 
devotional services – they support us, and we need this support, so 
that we can chant with taste and absorption.

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami at the Pandava Sena meeting in 
the USa, august 17, 2017

ÇRéLa PRaBhUPäDa: 

“heaRInG IS oUR 
MaIn BUSIneSS”

Why noT SIMPLy 
chanT anD Dance?

http://www.goloka-dhama.de/radha-krishna-bhakti-yoga/sangamela-2017/
http://www.goloka-dhama.de/radha-krishna-bhakti-yoga/vp_sns_2018/

