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Develop pRahläDa vISIon
The lord surrounds us at every step we take in this world. 
everything we can see is Kåñëa – if you step out of a building 
onto the sidewalk you may see cars, bicycles, buildings and 
shops, but everything you perceive through the senses is Kåñëa 
and nothing else (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.13.24). You may say: 
“But Mahäräja, how is it Kåñëa when I see a car, a bicycle or shop?” 

The Çvetäçvatara Upaniñad (6.23) answers this question: 

na tasya käryaà karaëaà ca vidyate
na tat-samaç cäbhyadikaç ca dåçyate

paräsya çaktir vividhaiva çrüyate
sväbhäviké jïäna-bala-kriyä ca

The Supreme Lord has nothing to do. Nothing is equal to Him or 
greater than Him. He acts in different phases by manifesting His 
parts and parcels, which are all simultaneously differently situated 
by His unlimited, variegated potencies. Each potency acts quite 
naturally in sequences, providing Him full knowledge, power and 
pastimes.

What this text expresses is that the lord has active energies. 
Thus, what you see when you step outside is certainly not the 
original form of the lord – you can’t say a BMW is Kåñëa – but 
it is a manifestation of Kåñëa’s material energy – metal and 
plastic – and since the energy and the source of the energy are 
identical you can say that it is the lord. Similarly, we may say 
the sun “is in my room” as sunshine streams through the window 
because the sun and its rays are identical. analogously, the lord 
is identical with everything because everything is an expansion 
of his powerful energies. and since he is identical with his 
energies you can say “this is Kåñëa” when you see a car. 

now I know that we don’t always feel like that but a pure 
devotee who is really on the exalted level of Kåñëa consciousness 
will actually see Krsna everywhere he or she glances. The 
example is prahläda Mahäräja. When his father asked him, “Son, 
you speak of a God, but I can’t see Him. Where is He?” prahläda 
Mahäräja answered “Everywhere.” This was too abstract for 
hiraëyakaçipu who asked in incredulity, “Is He in that pillar?” 

It is described in some scriptures that prahläda Mahäräja looked 
at the pillar and saw the smiling face of the lord looking back 
at him, and consequently nodded his head and said “Yes, 
by all means, He is present in that pillar.” But hiraëyakaçipu 
couldn’t see Kåñëa in the pillar. Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté 

Öhäkura comments: “The materialist sees Kåñëa no-where and 
the devotee sees Kåñëa everywhere. We are somewhere in between 
Hiraëyakaçipu and Prahläda Mahäräja.” 

practically speaking, when you go out onto the streets of your 
town, you can check your vision. If you see Kåñëa everywhere, 
you have prahläda vision but if you see him nowhere and only 
see cars, restaurants and advertisements then you have more of 
hiraëyakaçipu’s vision. Try it. When you go outside today, check 
if you are more on prahläda Mahäräja’s or hiraëyakaçipu’s side – 
do you stay in Kåñëa consciousness? Do you remember Kåñëa or 
do you forget him? Kåñëa consciousness is practical.

In the Bhägavatam (11.14.23) Kåñëa asks us: “How real is your 
bhakti? How real are you? Are you making progress? Are you on the 
side of Prahläda or are you still in the material vision? If your hair 
does not stand on end in ecstasy, how can your heart melt? And if 
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your heart doesn’t melt, how can tears of love flow from your eyes? 
And if you do not cry in spiritual happiness then how can you render 
devotional service? It’s a farce, you are a pretender! How can you 
expect your consciousness to be purified without loving devotional 
service?” 

It’s an amazing verse, isn’t it? Kåñëa seems step out of the pages 
of the Bhägavatam, looking and investigating each one of us 
to ask “Are you still on Hiraëyakaçipu’s side or are you with 
Prahläda Mahäräja? Does your hair stand on end? Do you feel the 
ecstasy of Kåñëa consciousness? And if not, how do you expect your 
consciousness to turn to the Prahläda side?” 

My dear devotees, if you don’t cry in spiritual happiness, how 
real is what you do? how can you render service without love? 
You only render mechanical service. and what do you expect to 
get from this mechanical practice? Most probably you remain 
in material consciousness and feel envious if others do better in 
their service or get more attention.

I have encouraging news of how you can come to the state of 
Kåñëa consciousness – where you are genuinely moved and 
something changes in your heart and consciousness. In the 
Båhad-bhägavatämåta we find a brähmaëa who had the good 
fortune to have a dream in which the goddess Kämäkhyä Devé 
gave him a mantra. out of respect he chanted the mantra, the 
gopäla-mantra, but because he was uneducated, somewhat 
materialistic, and on the hiraëyakaçipu side he chanted it rather 
mechanically – a little like most of us, if we are honest. Then 
this brähmaëa meets a great soul, Gopa-kumära, who starts 
guiding him in his spiritual life. Gopa-kumära deliberated, “This 
brähmaëa has done a lot on his spiritual path. He regularly chants 
the mantra, but he needs more now. He needs to become attached – 
not so much to the solitary chanting but he needs to progress further 
and become attached to the saìkértana of Kåñëa’s Names.” 

I believe this is the cure for all of us. The Sanskrit word for what 
the brähmaëa was missing is äsakti.  Äsakti means a state of mind 
that is attached to chanting; a total absorption of your mind in 
näma-kértana. This type of chanting grants perfection. If you are 
really attached to something, maybe your cD collection, car or a 
certain person, you internally think of that object or person and 
you wonder “When can I spend time with this thing or be together 
with this person?” We all know this feeling. 

Gopa-kumära’s prescription for the brähmaëa is: “Become 
attached to singing the Holy Names in association with others.” The 
Båhad-bhägavatämåta (2.1.104-105) says “Certainly no means of 
perfection is superior to the worship of Çrémän Madana-gopäla’s 
lotus feet. That worship yields results far beyond what one could 
expect. It should be performed mainly through näma-saìkértana, 
along with reverence and affection for the many places of Çré 
Gopäla’s pastimes, which one should regularly visit.” 

Thus, Gopa-kumära told the brähmaëa, “You are doing so much 
already, but now you need to focus on chanting together with others. 
There you can attain the greatest perfection.” This will give some 
feeling into your heart, my dear devotees. When you chant, 
Kåñëa becomes attracted to you. Kértana attracts Kåñëa as if it 
were a magical incantation. Kåñëa is pulled and drawn to you. 
This chanting should be done with longing: “My dear Kåñëa, I 
long for you. I only need you. I have this terrible hole in my heart. It 
has your shape but attracts material energy like a black hole sucking 
in matter. Only if you come and fill this empty space can it truly be 
filled.” Then Kåñëa is attracted. chant together with others and 
with longing, not mechanically. 

 From a lecture by Çacénandana Swami in london, Feb. 8, 2018.
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